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For the Revision.

This curriculum project originally bagan as a simple update for 
accurate historical content, along with some pictures for my children’s 
added interest. But I found that some topics were very brief and I 
wanted them expanded. Because I love artwork, I wanted to incorpo-
rate it into the lessons. And since one can never have  enough poetry, 
it, too, must be added. Scripture passages were also added, as Char-
lotte, herself being a Christian, knew that all our studies relate to our 
Father. 

On the practical side, I found the original hard to work with in 
planning lessons. Sometimes the lesson was a short poem and other 
lessons had a longer section of text. I wanted a lesson that was more 
reliable for scheduling a time slot. I also wanted a more consistent 
pattern with poetry to start and text to follow. There were several 
topics that were sparcely covered, so I added lessons to cover those 
thoroughly.  
        And so, I got sucked into the unforgiving process of stripping 
Charlotte’s geography book down and building it back up, shaping 
and molding it into the curriculum that I wanted, the one I wish I 
had when my oldest children were younger. The one that my youngest 
children will use.

Humbly I approached Charlotte’s own work to change it,  
confident from years of studying Charlotte’s Volumes and years of  
experience implementing her philosophy with children. Historical 
facts were updated and occasionally modern technologies were intro-
duced. Some concepts were expanded to cover the length and breadth 
of a full lesson with pains to keep to Charlotte’s writing style. Beauty 
was added with artwork, color diagrams, and additional poetry. The 
blurry, black and white pictures and diagrams from the 1881 original 
were either replaced with color photos or given a crisp, new digital 
make-over.

My hope is that this revision introduces the student to the broad 
field of geography in a way that perks curiosity and sparks ideas as it 
provides a foundation on which to build the many facets of  
geographical study—just as, of course, Charlotte Mason intended it 
to do. 

L.M.E.

PREFACE.
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How All Things Praise the Lord

Sun, moon and stars, by day and night, 
At God’s commandment give us light; 

And when we wake, and while we sleep, 
Their watch, like guardian angels, keep.

The bright blue sky above our head, 
The soft green earth on which we tread, 

The ocean rolling round the land, 
Were made by God’s almighty hand.

Sweet flowers that hill and dale adorn, 
Fair fruit trees, fields of grass and corn, 

The clouds that rise, the showers that fall, 
The winds that blow—God sent them all.

The beasts that graze with downward eye, 
The birds that perch, and sing, and fly, 

The fishes swimming in the sea, 
God’s creatures are as well as we.

But us He formed for better things, 
As servants of the King of kings, 
With lifted hands and open face, 

And thankful heart to seek His grace.

Lord Montgomery

Lesson 1. 
Our World  Part I
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Perhaps you have not yet thought much about places far from 
the town or village where your home is. No doubt you have 
heard of the wonderful sights of London, Paris, and Beijing if 
you have not seen them, and you know that St. Louis and  
Atlanta and New York and many other towns are in our own 
country, the United States of America. If you are not from the 
United States you know of the wonderful cities in your own 
country. Perhaps, too, you have friends who have traveled, and 
who speak of far-away places they have seen. And you may have 
thought, as you listened, how very big the world must be to 
hold so many places!

Our wonderful, beautiful world is very large and very full; 
with more people and places and things in it than you can ever 
know about. Indeed, there are distant places which have scarcely 
anyone living there, though brave men have made difficult and 
very dangerous journeys to find out and explore these remote 
places. But, after all, the strange thing is, that our world must 

Miranda – Waterhouse

Our World  Part I
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come to an end somewhere. Have you ever thought of that? It 
was a great puzzle to learned men who lived long ago, and who 
did not know so much about some things as you may learn  
before the end of this lesson. They knew the world was not  
everywhere; that the sun and moon which shine above us are 
not part of the world, but are a great way off. So they said, Why 
do we never come to the end of the world? If we journey on 
over land and sea for years, surely we should come to the end 
then? And what is the end like? Should we fall off the edge, just 
as a cup might fall off the edge of a table?

At last it was discovered that people never came to the end 
of the world on account of its shape. There are certain things we 
use which you might run your finger along all day without ever 
coming to an edge. Round things, such as balls or oranges have 
no edge, no end. And our world is round. It is more the shape of 
an orange than of a ball, because it is a little bit flat at what we 
may call the top and bottom.

This was a wonderful thing to find out. You can see that a 
ball is round; even if it were a ball as big as the house, you could 
see enough of it to know its shape. But only God above can see 
the whole of this world; how then could men discover its shape?

You would not understand all the reasons which prove that 
the world is round, but three are easy enough. The captain of 
a ship found out, that, by sailing on and on, and never turning 
back, he came at last to the very place he had started from. Try 
that plan on a straight table, and you will find that the farther 
you go, the farther you will be from your starting place. Try on 
a ball which you have first stuck a pin into for a mark. After 
you have moved your finger half way round the ball, the farther 
you go, the nearer you get to the pin, until at last you touch it, 
and have reached again the point you started from. As people 
now very often sail or fly round the world in this way, we know 
that the world is round in one direction at least. The other two 
reasons we shall find in the next lesson.
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Psalm 19:1-6

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 

Day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 

There is no speech nor language, 
where their voice is not heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 
His going forth is from the end of the heaven, 

and his circuit unto the ends of it: 
and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.

A Song of David, The Bible.

J. Novacek

Lesson 7. 
The Four Seasons  Part I
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The Four Seasons  Part I

When the people to the north of the Equator are cold and 
shivering, the people south of the Equator are growing their 
gardens and wearing their summer clothes. When those south 
of the Equator are tipped toward the warmth of the sun, the 

B. Osika

The days of our year do not follow, day after day alike, all the 
year round. We have winter frost and snow, and leafless trees; 
then, spring; after that, the bright hot summer; next  
autumn; and then winter again.

We have sunshine in winter as well as in summer, but the 
two are very different. The summer sun makes us so warm that 
we can hardly bear our long clothes, but in winter we want 
warm wraps even on the brightest day. The reason is, that, 
though the earth goes on her regular path, and does not go away 
from the sun, yet our country and others north of the Equator 
are leaning away from him in the winter and towards him in 
the summer. We live in the northern half of the world, or the 
Northern Hemisphere; and this whole hemisphere gets far less 
sunshine in our winter than in our summer.
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the name is suitable. These hot countries are also spoken of as 
within the tropics. Remember that the hot countries are tropical, 
or within the tropics.

From the Equator up towards the North Pole or down 
toward the South Pole the world becomes colder and colder the 
farther we go, until at last, near the pole, there is perpetual ice 
and snow. No green things grow on these frost-bound lands; no 
fields or crops, there are few living creatures. 

Whether in the northern or the southern end of the world, 
these cold, dreary parts of the world are called the Frigid, or Po-
lar Zone, and well deserve the name. When either pole is turned 
towards the sun there is never enough sunshine to melt all the 
ice. Yet that part of the year is summer time in those regions, 
and like ourselves, for the people who live near the North Pole 
or South Pole, it is a joyful time for more reasons than one.

Huge masses of ice, called icebergs, larger than whole rows of 
houses, float about where the sea is not altogether frozen. Sad it 
is for any unfortunate ship which is trying to make way amongst 
these! Many ships, manned with brave sailors, tried to reach the 
North Pole with many failed attempts. In 1909, after many tries, 
explorers navigated their ship through sheets of ice and treach-
erous icebergs, trudged through snow and biting wind, to finally 
reach the North Pole. 

Floating Iceberg - Church



40

Lesson 12. 
Hot and Cold Countries  Part II

Hummingbird - Haeckel
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The Humming-bird

The humming-bird! the humming-bird! 
So fairy-like and bright, 

It lives among the sunny flowers, 
A creature of delight!

In the radiant islands of the East, 
Where fragrant spices grow, 

A thousand, thousand humming-birds 
Go glancing to and fro.

Like living fires they flit about, 
Scarce larger than a bee, 

Among the broad palmetto leaves 
And through the fan-palm tree.

And in those wild and verdant woods, 
Where stately mosses tower, 

Where hangs from branching tree to tree 
The scarlet passion-flower—

There builds her nest the humming-bird, 
Within the ancient wood— 

Her nest of silky cotton down— 
And rears her tiny brood.

All crimson is her shining breast, 
Like to the red, red rose; 

Her wing is the changeful green and blue 
That necks of the peacock shows.

Thou happy, happy humming-bird, 
No winter round thee lours, 

Thou never saw’st a leafless tree, 
Nor land without sweet flowers.

Mary Howitt.
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It is very important to know the distance of places from the 
Equator, because the climate of a place depends very much upon 
how far it is from the Equator.

Distance from the Equator is called latitude. Places north 
of that line are in north latitude; those south of it are in south 
latitude. But it is not enough to know that a place is in north 
latitude. If you wish to know its climate, and, therefore, what 
sort of animals live in it, and what plants grow, you must know 
exactly how far it is from the Equator.

That people may know this, other imaginary lines are drawn 
on maps as if they passed round the earth in the same direction 
as the Equator, and parallel with it. The two rails upon which 
a train or subway run are parallel; that is, they both run in the 
same direction, and are always at the same distance from one 
another.

These imaginary lines round the world, at equal distances 
from the Equator and from each other, are called parallels of 
latitude, and are marked in maps of the world.

If you know which parallel a place is upon, you know its 
distance from the Equator, and can judge fairly well how hot or 
cold it is. But how are we to know any particular parallel so as 
to speak of it? Has each a name of its own? The parallels do not 
have a name, but rather a number.

Lesson 13  Parallel Lines

L. Eveland
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Men have divided the circle into 360 equal parts, and each 
of these parts is called a degree. Divide a circle into quarters, cut-
ting the circle in half top to bottom and then cutting it in half 
side to side, and in each quarter there will be ninety degrees, be-
cause four times ninety are 360. If we were 
to cut up our earth, a globe, into quarters, 
just as with the circle, each piece would 
have 90 parts or as we say, 90 degrees.

Imagine a line for each one of these 
degrees, to measure them off, as the inches 
are measured off on a foot-rule.

The world is round, and, therefore, any line which goes 
right round it must be a circle, the shape of a ring. These lines 
must go round the whole earth, for the measure is wanted 
everywhere; they must parallel with the Equator, or the measure 
would not be true. These are parallels of latitude. Since circles 
have 360 equal parts or degrees, a circle drawn round the world 
from pole to pole, passing through the Equator, must have 360 
equal parts or degrees or parallels of latitude. Men have drawn 
such imaginary lines on our world, not on the surface of the 
earth, but rather, on maps and globes. 

Just like any circle, our earth has 360 degrees, as it were, 
round it. If we imagine a circle drawn round the earth, we 

B. Osika

B. Osika
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Sunset on the Plains - Bierstadt

Sunrise and Sunset

One change which is constantly taking place in the heavens you 
have no doubt noticed. The sun never seems to remain still in 
the same place. Every morning, long before you are awake in the 
summer, but later in the winter, a grand sight is to be seen in the 
heavens; that is, if the morning should not be cloudy.

At first, there is no sun to be seen, but everything stands out 
in a clear light, and you know the sun is coming. Then, a certain 
part of the sky becomes rosy and bright, getting more beautiful 
and golden every moment. Perhaps there are little lovely pink 
clouds, or, purple clouds with golden edges floating about. Then 
you just see a bright golden rim, too dazzling for you to look 
at, coming up from behind the earth into the golden sky. The 
rim rises, and rises, until at last the whole round, glorious sun 
is shining in the sky, which he made so splendid with his rays 
before he appeared. As the morning goes on, he gets higher and 
higher in the heavens, and is no longer bathed in golden sky and 
rosy clouds.
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We speak of Greenwich, England as the city which begins 
the meridians, but there are, as we spoke of, other cities  
directly north and south of Greenwich which are also found 
on the beginning meridian. London in England, Bordeau in 
France, Valencia in Spain, and Accra, Ghana in Africa are all on 
the same meridian as Greenwich and have noon at the same  
moment. Greenwich gained the honor of being the city the 
world refers to as the beginning meridian because it was there, 

B. Osika

at the Royal Observatory, that scientists using telescopes first 
started measuring and recording the earth’s dimensions.

Once we move to either the east or west of Greenwich we 
start measuring—1degree east or west , 2 degrees east or west, 
then going on 10 degrees east or west, 20 degrees east or west , 
40 degrees east or west, 80 degrees east or west, 120 east or west, 
and so on, moving round the globe until we reach the opposite 
side of the globe from whence we started. The meridian  
opposite the Prime Meridian, where east and west meet, is 180 
degrees. We know from the parallels that there are 360 parts or 
degrees in a sphere and half of the 360 parts of a circle is 180.

All parts of the world that lie to the east of Greenwich are 
in east longitude marked with an E. The rest of the world, the 
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We have spoken of a map or picture of the world, and you have 
perhaps wondered how it is possible to make a picture of so 
large an object, of which only a very small part can be seen at 
once.

A map is not really a picture, it is a plan. A picture of a 
house reminds you of the house. It shows the shape, perhaps 

C.Mason, B. Osika

Lesson 19. 
The Plan of a Room 

50 10 15 20

Scale of Feet

Plan of a School Room

N
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C. Mason, B. Osika

Chichester Map

South Street is longer than the others, because it goes beyond 
the city to the station. The length of any of the other streets and 
the distance between any two buildings you can find out your-
self by using the scale.

Maps can be drawn in many different ways just like differ-
ent artists give us different looking pictures of the same thing. 

0
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If it were possible for our bird, flying still higher up in the air, 
to take a view of the county you live in, as well as of your town, 
a plan of such a view would be that which is given in what is 
called a map.

A map would show the chief things in the county:—towns 
dotted about here and there; perhaps a row or range of hills run-
ning across the county, past town after town; a great stream of 
water, called a river, making its way to the sea, and little streams 
running along to join the big river: the sea on one side, it may 
be, running into the land here and there and making curious 
patterns. 

Map of a County

Washington County, Nebraska LoC
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In a map of a county there is no room to mark the streets 
and buildings of each town. Indeed the town itself is only 
marked by a dot to show where it is, and its name is written near 
the dot.

Hills take up a good deal more room than towns, be-
cause they generally run over a great piece of country. They 
are marked on maps by 
shaded lines, as when the 
sun shines on one side of 
a hill the other sides look 
dark and shady. Rivers are 
marked by a wavy line; 
thick, if the river is wide across; thin if it is narrow.

If you wish to draw a map of your own county, you must 
first make a scale, as your map should show how large your 
county is. Perhaps each measure of the scale will stand for ten 
miles; then, if the county be thirty miles long and twenty broad, 
the map will be three measures long and two broad.

You will next show upon what part of the earth’s surface 
your county is by putting in the parallels and meridians. If the 
52nd parallel runs through it, you know it is 52˚ north of the 
Equator; if the 2nd meridian west, you know it is two degrees 
west of Greenwich.

Then you must draw the shape of your county as accurately 
as you can. The only way you can find out the shape, is by copy-
ing it from some other map.

The line showing the north of the county is at the top of 
your drawing; the bottom, will be the south; the right hand, 
the east; the left hand, the west. Maps are always made with 
the north at the top; so, as you look towards the north or top, 
you have the east on your right and the west on your left. The 
bottom of the map is the south.

Perhaps a range of hills runs across the north of your county 
for twenty miles, which you will mark by a shaded line two 

B. Osika
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Psalm 95:1-5

O Come, let us sing unto to the Lord: 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 

For the Lord is the great God, 
and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth: 
the strength of the hills is his also. 

The sea is his, and he made it: 
and his hands formed the dry land.

A Psalm of David, The Bible.

Strebe

Lesson 23. 
Surface of the Earth  Part I

Hemispheres
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The Mountain Sat Upon the Plain

The Mountain sat upon the Plain 
In his tremendous Chair— 
His observation omnifold, 
His inquest, everywhere—

The Seasons played around his knees 
Like Children round a sire— 

Grandfather of the Days is He 
Of Dawn, the Ancestor—

Emily Dickinson.

Mount Adams, Washington - Bierstadt

Lesson 26. 
Highlands and Lowlands
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Two or three chains of mountains can run side by side, or 
parallel with each other. Then, the land dips down into a hollow 
or valley, often many miles wide, between the mountain chains. 
A valley with steep sides is a gorge.

SpenmacGorge

RyanCanyon

A gorge with especially steep sides is called a canyon.

Countries or districts with mountain chains or groups are 
said to be mountainous. It is a pleasant thing to live among 
mountains; to be in sight of what is great and beautiful far 
beyond anything men can make. You learn to know the great 
rugged shapes so well that you can see them with your eyes shut. 
You know how the mountains look at any time of day, or in any 
kind of weather. For they are always changing. At one time they 
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Land folk know little about the sea compared with the 
men who go down to the sea in ships and occupy their business 
upon the great deep. Still, people who have been to the seaside 
know something about it. They have felt the delightful breeze 
that comes off the water:—a strong wind, sometimes, which 
blows off hats, sends hair flying about, and drives everybody 
along before it.

What waves there are in such a wind, high enough some-
times to wash over the pier. 
Great gray waves they are, 
which rise higher and higher 
until each long swell breaks 
into foam at the top; and 
then, how the white horses 
come galloping in to shore! 
And how the sea changes color! At one time it is blue; then, a 
beautiful clear green, flecked all over with white foam; and then, 
a dull, sad-looking grey.

The Great Wave - Hokusai

Waters of the Earth  Part I

                                                                      G. Desipris
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Sea Fever

I Must go down to the seas again,  
to the lonely sea and the sky, 

And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by; 
And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song  

and the white sail’s shaking, 
And a grey mist on the sea’s face, 

and a grey dawn breaking.

I must go down to the seas again, 
for the call of the running tide 

Is a wild call and a clear call that may not be denied; 
And all I ask is a windy day with the white clouds flying, 

And the flung spray and the blown spume,  
and the sea-gulls crying.

I must go down to the seas again, 
to the vagrant gypsy life, 

To the gull’s way and the whale’s way 
where the wind’s like a whetted knife; 

And all I ask is a merry yarn from a laughing fellow-rover, 
And quiet sleep and a sweet dream when the long trick’s over.

John Masefield.

Lesson 30. 
The Waters of the Earth  Part II
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But think what it would be to cross the great ocean in one of 
the ships we see sinking below the horizon. Think of sailing on, 
day after day, week after week, and never seeing land, nothing 
anywhere, but the wide waste of waters. There is not half a 
circle, but the whole circle of the horizon about you everywhere, 
for nothing breaks the view. Wherever you look, water and sky 
seem to meet in the far distance.

In the morning you see the sun rising, it would seem, out 
of the sea in the east; and you can easily watch him all day until 
he seems to sink into the sea again in the west. Now and then 
another ship crosses your way and is “spoken,” as sailors say.

Sad it is for all on board when a terrible storm arises! When 
the great billows mount higher than the ship’s masts, and wash 
her decks, and cause the ship to reel to and fro, and fill her with 
water, until at last she sinks to the bottom.

 Riding Out A Gale - Moran

The Waters of the Earth  Part II
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The land stretching down into the great ocean divides this 
great mass of water into separate parts, and each of these divi-
sions is a little different from the others, and has a name of its 
own. In this way there are five oceans, though their waters unite 
and make the one great ocean, as you will see on a map or globe.

If a ship goes to the bottom in mid-ocean, there is no hope 
of getting her up again. She will go down, down, to a greater 
depth in the water than you can imagine before the bottom is 
reached.

Think of the longest walk you are yet able to take, say five 
or six miles. Think of that long walk turned on end, so that you 
could go straight down the whole way as a fly might walk down 
a wall. Such a distance off, straight down, does the bottom or 
bed of the ocean lie.

This ocean bed is not flat, like the floor of a room, although 
sometimes it is called the ocean floor; it rises into high places, 
and sinks down into low places as the surface of the land does.

Indeed many of these high places in the bed of the ocean 
rise to a height of more than five or six miles, and may be seen 
above the water, when they form islands. Sometimes these 
islands appear only as bare rocks, but sometimes trees and plants 
grow, and people live upon them.

Heezen, Tharp, Berann
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A North Pole Story.  A Fact.

Up where the world grows cold, 
Under the sharp North star, 
The wrinkled ice is very old, 

And the life of man is far; 
None to see when the fog falls white, 

And none to shiver and hear 
How wild the bears are in the night, 

Which lasts for half a year! 
The wind may blow as it will, 

Arctic Ocean

Lesson 31. 
Oceans  Part I

Fishing for Walrus in the Arctic Ocean - Biard
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Though the Arctic Ocean is cold and desolate, the ocean 
which surrounds the land at the South Pole, the Southern 
Ocean, is even more dreary than the Arctic, because it is farther 
from inhabited lands. The Southern Ocean surrounds a large 
continent called Antarctica and is sometimes called the  
Antarctic Ocean. It gets this name from its opposite ocean 
sister, the Arctic Ocean. Ant or anti means opposite. Added to 
Arctic, we get Ant-arctic. 

Mighty westerly winds send great gales over the frigid 
waters pushing the water northwards. Swells and billows, and 
great icebergs some as much as 900 feet across, lunge through 
the cold waters making travel by boat treacherous. Yet, the great 
whale loves to bring up her young in these lonely seas. Penguins 
and seals can be found on the sheets of ice as if there was no 
lovelier place on earth to live.

The Southern Ocean is the world’s newest ocean. Not that 
its waters were recently added to our earth, but that it was most 
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Oceans  Part II.  Southern Ocean



118

A Gray Day

A Gray day, and the gulls are gone. 
Visor of mist o’er the sun is drawn. 

The cordage creaks and the sails all strain, 
The deck is drenched with the rushing rain, 
The waves leap strong at the struggling keel, 

And the ship rides madly with plunge and reel. 
But the sailors shout as they haul away, 

And merrily sing, for it’s naught care they 
For the wind that screams on the lee, 

Or a gray day out at sea.

Ruby Archer.

View of the Islands of Taaha and Bora Bora - Hodges

Pacific Ocean
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The greatest of all the oceans is the Pacific. It fills more space 
than all the countries of the earth taken together.

It reaches south to the Antarctic, and the waters of these 
two oceans are not  
separated in any way. It 
is nearly divided from 
the Arctic by the north-
ern lands of Asia and  
America, but there is a 
narrow passage of  
water which joins the 
two oceans. Such a 
narrow passage of water 
joining two larger portions of water is called a strait.

U. Dedering
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The high parts of the ocean bed rise above water in many 
places in the Pacific. These are called islands. On the map you 
will find many islands scattered over the Pacific Ocean. They are 
mostly small and lie in groups; that is, several clustered together. 
A group is islands in a cluster or chain is called an archipelago 
(ARK –ih-PEL-ah-goh).

This ocean makes its way into the land in two places on the 
North American coast, one by a long, narrow opening and one 
by a wide swath, but both are called a gulf. A gulf cuts into the 
land sometimes as a long narrow finger or sometimes as a round-
ed wide curve, but deep enough for ships to sail.

The Pacific Ocean has made a large opening on its north-
ern boundary and four large openings on the eastern mainland 
of Asia. By mainland we mean a continent or the principal or 
largest piece of land of a country. Each of these openings on the 
mainland of Asia is separated from the rest of the ocean waters 
by a chain of islands. 

Parts of the ocean lying in great curves of the land in this 
way are called seas, and the Pacific has five large seas on the east 
of Asia.

NASAArchipelago
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The Indian Ocean, which lies to the south of Asia, is the  
hottest of the oceans. It is bounded by continents on three sides; 
Asia to its north, Africa to its west, Australia and numerous 
islands to its east. The Southern Ocean lies to its south. Because 
the Indian Ocean is blocked from the coldest ocean, the Arctic, 
by the land mass of Asia and is surrounded on its sides by large 
masses of land, its waters stay warm all the year round. 

On its northern side, the Indian Ocean has two great swells 
washing into the land. The western swell has two fingers  
pushing even further into land.

The Indian Ocean is named for the large, pointed piece of 
land which reaches out of Asia into it. This is the country of 
India.

As the earth, tilted on its axis, makes its way round the 
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The United States of America is our country, and Americans 
are our fellow countrymen. Many Americans were born in 
this country and their parents and grandparents were as well. 
Sometimes people will leave their country and come to America 
because it is such a good country. Those people must apply to 
become a citizen. Our government has requirements to become 
an American citizen that they must pass. For example, they 
must be at least eighteen, a person of good moral character, 
know something of our country’s history, constitution, and our 
English language.

Most Americans are proud of their country and love it  
dearly. When they go to foreign lands they like everyone to 
know that they are American. The people of a country have 
things in common and have a shared history. The people of  
other countries have the same feeling about their native land: 
everybody thinks his own country is the best and the  
pleasantest.

Some continents contain many countries. The lands or  
waters which border a country all round are called its  
boundaries, because they bound it or limit it; just as the garden 
fence all round it bound or shut in a garden. Sometimes a range 
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the states together to work as a single country. They thought 
and talked for days. The room grew hot and stuffy, they were 
weary, but they continued. At the end of one of the meetings 
Benjamin Franklin walked out into the fresh breeze blowing 
through the Philadelphia streets. Everyone wanted to know if 
the United States would be run by a king or by votes of the peo-
ple. A lady with her long ruffled skirt stirring up the dusty road, 
hastened to Mr. Franklin, curiosity in her eyes. “Well, Doctor,” 
she asked him, “what have we got—a Republic or a Monarchy?” 
Benjamin Franklin replied, “A Republic, if you can keep it.”

A government system that is a republic such as ours, means 
that the people vote for others who will go to the capital cities 
and listen to problems, and listen to solutions, and weigh out 
the right or wrong of things, and then vote for the laws they 
think are best.  In this way, one person with their vote, rep-
resents many of his fellow citizens.

If the country is a monarchy, there is generally a palace for 
the king to live. The United States does not have a palace, but it 
has a beautiful grand house where the President lives, called the 
White House.

The people of a country are usually noted for some  
particular qualities. One country will be famous for cleanliness;  
another, for industry; another for cleverness and wit. 

People of each country have ways of their own; ways of 
dressing, eating, cooking their food, and so on. The habits of a 
country depend a good deal upon its distance from the Equator. 
People do not wear the same clothes, or eat the same sort of 
food in a hot country as in a cold one.

YoshidaWhite House South SideNishkid64White House North Side
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Most countries are divided into several smaller parts; in the 
United States these parts are called states. Iowa is a state. Texas, 
Arizona, Oregon, Delaware, Indiana, and Florida are some of 
the other states. In all, there are 50 states found within the  
United States of America. Before the states joined together to 
form the larger country we call the United States, the states  
governed themselves as a country would do. Each had laws of 
their own, and their own ways of going about business and  
living, with no other authority over them but their own laws.

Canada’s smaller sections are called either provinces or  
territories. There are three territories and ten provinces.  
England’s smaller divisions were called shires, more commonly 
today they are called counties.

Each state of the United States has its own flag. Some have 
very intricate emblems, some have pictures of animals or birds, 
some have stars, and some have stripes. The many colors and 
many embellishments upon the flag represent  what is import-
ant to the people in each state. 

Countries  Part III.  States and Provinces
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City

In the morning the city 
Spreads its wings 

Making a song 
In stone that sings.

In the evening the city 
Goes to bed 

Hanging lights 
About its head.

Langston Hughes.

AUVERS, PANORAMIC VIEW - CÉZANNE

Counties and Towns

Lesson 39. 
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In the United States the capital city, Washington D.C.,  is 
named after our first president, George Washington. There is 
a fine building there where the people who have been elected 
go to discuss and make laws. That building is called the United 
States Capitol or the Capitol Building. 

Tobi87Harbor

U.S. Capitol Building AoC

Towns upon the seacoast, where the water runs into the 
land, are often very busy. They are seaports, with many ships 
coming and going or resting in harbor. Harbor is the name  
given to a small inlet where ships may lie in shelter from the 
storms of the open sea.
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Lesson 2 Horizon, sphere, globe 
Lesson 3 Galileo, planets 
Lesson 4 Orbits 
Lesson 5 Diurnal Motion 
Lesson 6 Axis, poles, North Pole, South Pole, Pole Star, North Star, Equator, 
 hemisphere, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere 
Lesson 11 Torrid zone, tropics, tropical, icebergs, Frigid zone, Polar zone 
Lesson 12 Temperate Zones, North Temperate Zone, South Temperate Zone, 
 climate 
Lesson 13 Latitude, degree 
Lesson 14 Twilight, east, west, north, south 
Lesson 16 Meridians, Greenwich, longitude, Prime Meridian 
Lesson 17 Cardinal points, needle of a compass 
Lesson 18 Magnet, Mariner’s compass 
Lesson 19 Scale 
Lesson 20 Symbols, map key 
Lesson 21 Map 
Lesson 22 Summit, cartographer, chronometer, Global Positioning System 
Lesson 24 Coast, coastline, continents 
Lesson 25 Island 
Lesson 26 Mountain, range, chain, peak, base, ridge, hollow, valley, gorge, canyon, 
  foot, sea level, elevation, tableland, plateau, plain 
Lesson 28 Stream, source, headwaters, bed, bank, course, river valley, lake, rise,   
 current, confluence, tributary, mouth, delta 
Lesson 29 Tide, ocean 
Lesson 30 Bed(ocean), floor 
Lesson 31 Inuits 
Lesson 33 Strait, archipelago, gulf, mainland, sea 
Lesson 34 Inland sea, channel, bay 
Lesson 35 Monsoon, typhoon 
Lesson 36 Country, boundaries, English language, dialect 
Lesson 37 Kingdom, monarchy, empire, commonwealth, republic, White House 
Lesson 38 State, province, territory, shire 
Lesson 39 County, parish, borough, town, capital city, U.S Capitol building, 
 seaport, harbor
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